$45K grant announced for Aztec site
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NORTH BROOKFIELD — The

North Brookfield Board of Selectmen was accompanied Tuesday, Jan. 8 by a representative

from the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC), who came

bearing good news. Tim Hansen of CMRPC was present at the selectmen’s meeting

to discuss the prospect of applying for a Community Development Block grant, which,

if awarded, would assist with future town projects. According to Hansen, the projects

that such a grant may be used for would have to satisfy the criteria of benefiting lower- to moderate-

income residents, preventing blight or slum areas, or addressing an urgent need.

Hansen said that with the assistance of the town, the grant application may be completed this

summer.

Hansen also announced at the meeting that the town has been awarded a grant of $44,900, which

will be used to conduct a feasibility study into what types of businesses would best thrive in the

ever-evolving North Brookfield Downtown Development site (formerly Aztec Industries) on Grove

Street. “This is to attract investors who’ll be most successful,” Selectmen Chairman James

Foyle explained.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR TALK

In other business, Police Chief Aram Thomasian was appointed to the Town Government Study

Committee, which was instituted to explore the possibility of creating a town administrator’s position

in North Brookfield. The selectmen explained that consideration of the position has

been a few years in the making, and that just putting the committee together has taken nearly two

years. The focus of the so far fourmember committee (although the selectmen said they would like

one more member) will be to research the positives and negatives of such a position, using

neighboring communities as examples. Hiring a town administrator, Foyle said, would alleviate some

of the burden placed on the selectmen, who often work up to 20 hours a week on town business,

while maintaining careers outside of local politics. “This is not our livelihood,”

Foyle said of the three-member board. A town administrator would

also deal with the always-changing complexities of government, and would bring to the town an

expertise that may not otherwise be there. The Town Government Study

Committee was formed in response to a financial management review of the town done by

the state Department of Revenue’s Division of Local Services (DLS). In its report, the

DLS’ top recommendation was to hire a “professional town administrator to coordinate financial

management and provide policymakers with the support they need to make well-informed decisions.”

The report also recommended the town charter be changed so the position can be created.

ETHICS COMPLAINT

Just before the conclusion of  the meeting, Selectman James Caldwell took a moment to

address the audience watching on local access television. Caldwell explained that an anonymous

complaint was filed against him with the Massachusetts Ethics Commission.

The complaint claimed that Caldwell serving as selectmen chairman and chairman of the

Town House Building Committee at the same time last year was a breach of ethics.

Caldwell explained that according to a town bylaw, serving on the Town House Building

Committee was his obligation as then-chairman of the Board of Selectmen.

He further read a letter from the Ethics Commission that stated,“ We are satisfied that this matter

does not require any further action on our part.” 
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